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In order to make him an ' obedient minister * the King
this time did not use my ministerial candidature as a scare-
crow, but commissioned me to go and see Count Albrecht
von Alvensleben, the ' old lark-eater' as he called him, at
Erxleben, and ask him if he would take the presidency in
a ministry in which I should have the Foreign Office.
The Count had shortly before, with extremely contemptu-
ous expressions concerning the King, explained to me
that during the government of his Majesty he would not
under any circumstances enter any cabinet.1 I told the
King this, and my journey did not take place. Later,
however, when the same combination again was suggested,
he expressed his readiness to accept it, but the King was
then on good terms with Manteuffel, who in the meantime
had taken the vow of ' obedience.' Instead of the expe-
dition to Erxleben I travelled of my own accord to Man-
teuffel in the country, and advised him to separate from
Quehl, and quietly and without any explanation to his
Majesty to resume his official functions. He replied to
the effect of his letter of July 11, 1851, that he could not
drop an able man who served him with devotion. I thought
I gathered from what he said that Manteuffel had other
reasons for sparing Quehl, so I said: ' Entrust me with
full powers to free you from Quehl without causing a breach
between you. If I succeed, then take the news of Quehl's
departure to the King, and put the business along as
though no dissension had occurred between you and
his Majesty.' He acted upon this suggestion, and we
agreed that he should cause Quehl, who just then was
travelling in France, to come and see me at Frankfort on
his return: this was done. I made use of the King's plans

1 Cf. supra, p. 119.